
WILDLIFE IN ART 2017 SHOW JUROR'S STATEMENT 

Choosing work for acceptance into an art show is always a challenge. As the juror for the 2017 
FAA wildlife art show the process was certainly difficult. I will cursorily outline my process as to 
how I went about making the choices I did, and leave you with a few words to sum up my own 
outlook on being accepted or not into juried shows. 
  
The first thing I look at in my jurying process is the overall impact of the image, how does the 
image grab me without thinking about the specifics of technical craft. Next, I consider the 
design or composition of the work, does the design of the image help to further the visual or 
conceptual idea. Thirdly, but still quite strongly, I judge the drawing and accuracy of the image. 
Representational art needs to be represented correctly. Fourth is the craft and mastery of one's 
medium. How well does the artist control and use their chosen medium to communicate their 
visual or conceptual idea. After these things, I consider the individual art works in relation to 
the whole body of work that has been submitted. Meaning I judge the work according to the 
criteria above but in relation to each other. Finally there is the show to consider. I aim for a 
show with a wide range of media and subject matter. The challenge comes in choosing one 
image over another when they are both generally equal. 
  
So, a word or two about how I view acceptance or non acceptance into a juried show or 
competition. While acceptance is fulfilling and affirming and non acceptance is disheartening 
and frustrating, the artist needs to remember that those decisions are made by a single or small 
group of judges. Judges opinions vary greatly, a different judge or group of judges will select a 
very different show. And while the judges opinions are valid they are certainly not what defines 
one as an artist. Making something from nothing is not an easy endeavor. An artist struggles 
and grows throughout their career. Doing the work and continually striving to be better is what 
really matters. Whether or not the artist is accepted into this show or that should not make one 
feel too proud and certainly not too disappointed. Accept your kudos when you get them but 
still strive to do better work and when you are rejected know that you are fighting the good 
fight and continue to strive to do better work. If you are not accepted assume your work was 
the last piece cut from the show, you are on the cusp of acceptance, in that next endeavor to 
create something from nothing you will go beyond your last effort and push forward. If your 
work is accepted, assume it was the last piece accepted into the show, on the cusp of not 
making it and in your next endeavor continue to strive to do better work. The work is the 
important thing.  
  
Congratulations to all those that were selected for the show, great work! And congratulations 
also to those that did not make it into the show you are all artists brave enough to make the 
effort to create something from nothing!  
  
  
Happy creating, 
  
Ray Brown 


